














ISRAEL AT 60

THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL
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And how can I ever forget the surge of pride, Jewish pride,
that completely enveloped me in July 1976 on hearing
the astonishing news of Israel’s daring rescue of the 106
Jewish hostages held by Arab and German terrorists in
Entebbe, Uganda, over 2,000 miles from Israel’s border?
The unmistakable message: Jews in danger will never
again be alone, without hope and totally dependent on

others for their safety.

It gives me great pride that the American Jewish Committee
was the first American Jewish organization to open a full-
time office in Jerusalem, in 1961. Our Project Interchange
program, started in 1982, has sent thousands ofpolitical,
civic, ethnic and religious leaders from around the world
on educational seminars in Israel, providing them with a
firsthand look at the country.

There is the tricky and underappreciated issue of the
potential clash between the messy realities of statehood
and the ideals and faith of a people. It is one thing for a
people to live their religion as a minority; it is quite another
to exercise sovereignty as the majority population while
remaining true to one’s ethical standards. Inevitably,
tension will arise between a people’s spiritual or moral
self-definition and the exigencies of statecraft, between our
highest concepts of human nature and the daily realities of
individuals in decision-making positions wielding power

and balancing a variety of competing interests.

In just 60 years, Israel has built a thriving democracy,
unique in the region, including a Supreme Court prepared,
when it deems appropriate, to overrule the prime minister
or the military establishment; a feisty parliament that
includes every imaginable viewpoint along the political

spectrum; a robust civil society and a vigorous press.

It has built an economy whose per capita GNP exceeds the
combined total of its four contiguous sovereign neighbors

— Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria.

It has built universities and research centers that have
contributed to advancing the world’s frontiers of knowledge

in countless ways, including several Nobel Prize winners.

It has built one of the world’s most powerful militaries —
always under civilian control, I might add — to ensure its
survivalina rough—and—tumble neighborhood. It has shown

the world how a tiny nation can, by sheer ingenuity, will,

courage and commitment, defend itself against those who
would destroy it through conventional armies or armies of
suicide bombers. And it has done all this while striving to
adhere to a strict code of military conduct that has few rivals
in the democratic world, much less elsewhere — in the face
of an enemy prepared to send children to the front lines and

seek cover in mosques, schools and hospitals.

It has built a quality of life that ranks it among the
world’s healthiest nations and with an exceptionaﬂy high

life expectancy.

It has built a thriving culture, whose musicians, writers and
artists are admired far beyond Israel’s borders. In doing so, it
has lovingly taken an ancient language, Hebrew, the language
of the prophets, and modernized it to accommodate the

vocabulary of the contemporary world.

It has built a climate of respect for other faith groups,
including Baha'i, Christianity and Islam, and their
places of Worship. Can any other nation in the area

make the same claim?

It has built an agricultural sector that has had much to
teach developing nations about turning an arid soil into

fields of fruits, vegetables, cotton and flowers.

Step back from the twists and turns of the daily information
overload coming from the Middle East and consider the
sweep of the last 60 years. Look at the light-years traveled
since the darkness of the Holocaust and marvel at the
miracle of a decimated people returning to a tiny sliver of
land and successfully building a modern, vibrant state —

against all the odds — on that ancient foundation.

In the final analysis, then,
the story of Israel is the
wondrous realization of a
3,500-year link among a
land, a faith, a language,
a people and a vision. It
is an unparalleled story of
tenacity and determination,
of courage and renewal.
And it is ultimately a
metaphor for the triumph
of enduring hope over the

temptation of despair. ¢
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ABOVE: The Police
Orchestra performs at
the Ben Yehuda Street
pedestrian mall in
Jerusalem.

BELOW: The Ashdod
International
Film Festival.
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VE BEEN

First to describe Streptococcus Enteritis,
[Libman] which causes infection of
the intestine.

First description of Tay-Sachs disease.

First non-surgical method to test
patency of fallopian tubes.

First operation performed under

intratracheal anesthesia.

First to define a direct role of androgens
in inducing the morphologic changes of
the polycystic syndrome in the ovary.

First description of pulmonary

hypertension.

First to describe condition of behavior
change at the outset of menses (PMS,
premenstrual syndrome).

First cystoscope for children.

First successful pulmonary lobectomy

for suppurative disease.

First to perform pulmonary lobectomy
for inflammatory disease.

The first safe method of storing blood.

Isolated Rickettsia prowazekii in
the blood.

Discovered the cause of Epstein’s
disease of kidney and developed
therapy to treat it.

First pediatric service in a
New York City general hospital.

First successful treatment of tumors
of the bladder by transurethral
electrocoagulation.

Discovered that human blood groups are

inherited according to Mendel’s law.
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The first textbook on thoracic surgery
in the United States.

First published description of a brain
tumor called “spongioblastoma.”

Performed the first gastrectomy
for peptic ulcer in the United States.

First successful liver transplant in

New York State.

The first to demonstrate how
asbestos can cause cancerous changes

in the DNA of cells.
Developed first cardiac stress test.

Developed ultrasound-guided
technique to insert radioactive
seeds into the prostate to treat
prostate cancer.

First independent otology service
in any New York hospital.

Discovered that in using insulin,
physicians were treating only the
symptoms of diabetes and not
the cause.

First intratracheal insufflation of

anesthesia in humans.
First description of Crohn’s disease.

Developed intensive short-term
medical treatment of syphilis with
arsenicals.

Developed the concept of sub-cellular
pathology (the “organelle”).

First successful resection of a middle
third esophageal carcinoma.

Developed uroselectan, an injectable
compound that allows clear visualization
of kidneys, ureters and bladders.
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Identified a marker (fetal fibronectin)
for preterm birth.

Identified glycine solution as best
choice for bladder irrigation during
transurethral resection (TUR).

Discovered evidence that an enzyme

could inhibit acid secretion.

First to recognize eosinophilic

granuloma of the bone.

Demonstrated that efficiency of IVF
could be greatly increased if the
sperm were assisted in reaching the

surface of the egg.

First to describe postperfusion
syndrome following open
heart surgery.

Developed black blood MRI for
diagnosing cardiovascular diseases.

The first blood bank in New York City.

Created an influenza vaccine, the first

genetically engineered vaccine.

First to reverse the gene defect
in Fabry’s disease.

The first use of platinum in the
United States for the treatment of

ovarian cancer.
First academic department of geriatrics.

Pioneered current treatments for

Alzheimer’s disease.

First U.S. surgeon to successfully
perform an abdominal colectomy
for colitis.

First to classify transient circulatory
disturbance of the brain known as
transient global ischemia.
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